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How to be a professional ecologist….

Part 2



I’m graduating. What now? 
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§  Getting a job outside of academia
§  Advocacy
§  Being a professional (ecologist or otherwise) – 

building your professional reputation



Consulting
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  §  stantec.com



Consulting
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Jobs outside of academia
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§  Consulting
§  Provincial Government (provincial, federal
§  Federal Government (e.g. Parks Canada, DFO)
§  eNGOs… 
§  Museums



How to find and get the job

6	
  

§  List serves: CSEE, ESA, ASLO
§  Personal connections – get a foot in the door
§  Prepare your CV and cover letter
§  Enable your references to write you great letters
§  Do your homework
§  Etiquette: listen, ask questions, follow up



RPBio
•  What the heck is this and do I need it?
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To advocate or not to advocate? ���



Building your professional reputation
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Mentorship
§  encourage you, make key introductions, 

and teach by example;

§  ‘Excel and you will get a mentor’: 
mentors select protégés based on 
performance and potential.               
Be excellent, be prepared;

§  Mentors continue to invest when 
mentees use their time well and are 
truly open to feedback

§  Follow up



Be the best scientist you can be
Know your stuff



Be the best scientist you can be
Know your stuff

Be persistent
even the best scientists are routinely rejected



Be the best scientist you can be
Know your stuff

Be persistent
even the best scientists are routinely rejected

Guard your integrity


